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of the BaTTLE near Lake GEORGE, September 8. 175 5: 
= Tantining 4 fall, tho ſhort, e of that ny Affair. 


N. B. The Figures 1. 2. 3. &c. anſiver to the ſame Figures, as they a are placed on the 
; Frolpert, and explain what + is there de nk mms: to the 1 


oe he e fr Engagenent. 
1, PHE Road from the Camp to Lymas's 


1000 Engliſh, and about 150 Indians, with 
Hendrick the Mobawk Fs N them, 
= n in order to 2 


Upp 9 ec 
dag a 5 1 

750 The Form in which the e Heuch and I. 
uk peared, being like that of a Hook; for 
ſo they had placedchero ſelves, nl ding A 

curve Line from their Front on each Side of 
the Road, near half a Mile on the Right, and 
about one half chat Space on the Left. They 
e Ipportunity, to do this, as they had re- 
Intelligence from a Scout they had ſent 

1 that a conſiderable Body of our Men 
were marching in order to oppoſe them. The 
| Reaſon of their thus forming themſelves was 
| this ton the Left of the Road, all along the 
A y had placed themſelves 3 in, they had 
"the Advantage of being covered with a thick 
© - Browth of Brußb and Trees, ſuch as is common 
20 ſwampy Land as this was: On the Right, 
By. were all along defended, as with a Breaſt-⸗ 
A, tk, by: a continued Eminence filled with 
and Trees, and Shrubs as high as a 
args . Qur . while oben 4 in 


VS" ** 


from it. 


Fort, in, which Road a Detachment, of 


L 


| 


9 


g 


this, together with their grea 
Numbers, being upwards of 2000, tis a won- 


my, wen e 


my, who lay iuviſibls on either Side. They 


had poſted themſelves in the moſt advanta- 
eue Place there was between the Camp and 


e Fort for Ambuſcade. $99 conſidering 


Superiofity 1 in 


der they had not entirely routed and deſtroy- 


ble a res © Sag even. more: of the Ene- 
3 owned, after he was taken: 


an half from the Camp, our loſs, both of 


Officers, and private Men, was much greater 
than in the other Batile. | | 
3. Hendrick, the Indian Chief, « or King of 4 
the Six Nations, who was dreſſed after the 


| Engliſh Manner. He only was on Horſe-back, 
| becauſe he only could not well travel on Foot; 
being ſomewhat corpulent as well as old. He 
fell in this Fight, to the 
the Indians, and our of as he was a ve 


1 Friend to the Exgliſb, and had moſt In- 


fluence to keep the Mobatołs ſo. 


4. Our Men repreſented as breaking their 


der, and; haſtily running. Their Deſign 


herein was to gain the Advanta Ron of the Emi- 


Lk on. che Nen 2 but the Enemy having 


1 Detachment. | Our! Men muſt have be 25 
too, or they could . 5 honora- © = | | 
hemſelves 3.25 the French = 


The in 
this Fight, which began about two Miles and 


great Enragement of 


the Rocks, and Shrubs, and from behind the 


of their Guns, and made a conſiderable Slaugh- 
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tered where our Men were thus fired upon, 
and the Shrubs but low : However, they made 
the beſt uſe of them they could, and continu- 
ed Fighting here for ſome Time with the 
greateſt Reſolution. The greater Part that 
were killed in this Fight, whether of the Ene- 
my, or of our People, were found the next 


it; tho? they lay ſcattered more or leſs all the 
May to the Camp. 


very furious and deſperate Fight, and led the 


47 


any at the Camp. 
The ſecond 81 


8 - 163 The Appearance of tl 


aA and 
'Yards of the Breaſt-work (ſuch as it was) a- 
bout it's Front. It is to be noted here, after 

tthhe firſt Fire, both the Canadians and Indians 
became #nvi/ible to our Men, by ſquatting be- 
| 2055 low the under-growth of Shrubs, and Brakes, 


or by concealing themſelves behind the Trees, | 


K only when they roſe up with their Heads above 
7 the former, and diſcovered Part of their Bo- 
8 dies from behind the latter, in order to make 
: their Fire after they had charged their Muſkets. 
7. A View of the Regulars, ſuppoſed to be 

. about 4 or 500, drawn up in Order, and be- 
ginoing their Fire in Platoons : Tho! it is to 
obſerved, they kept their Order but a little 
while; for after the Diſcharge of our Cannon 


Indian Way of Fighting, ſquatting below the 
* Shrubs, or : 
And ind 


muſt all have ſoon been deſtroyed ; as our 


3 OE: 8. 


r placing themſelves behind the Trees. 


4 ny 
* 


ter among them. The Trees were thinly ſcat- 


Day at this Ambuſcade, or not far diſtant from 


5. An advanced Party of Indians, who firſt 
diſcovered the Enemy, and fired upon them; 
* which gave the Alarm to our Men, began a. 


. Enemy, by our Retreating from them, into 


the Engagement they afterwards had with the 
| | alſo was all cleared away about the Cam 


e Caradia . and 
„ a they niade PH approach to our 
began their Fire within about 140 


\ o.gnce, or twice at moſt, they went into the 


„ had they not done thus, they 


wed n ; | 8 7 . ö | : 
An Explatatiou' ef the Proſpective-Plan 
unhappily got the Poſſeſſion of it, roſe up Ti ©* 


Trees, when our Men came within ſure Reach 


bs 


men. 
8. The Road we had Cleated, leading from 
the Camp to the Fort at the Carrying-Place. 
And this was the only clear Ground there was. 
All the reſt was in it's natural State of Wild- 
neſs, : 


Binkes, both Waſte-high. | 

9. The Form in which our Men were pla- 
ced, when the Action begun, and in which 
they remained during it's ele Continuance, 
only as they might ſomewhat alter their Poſ- 
ture while loading their Muſkets. 

10. The Breaſt-work Gen. Jobnſon ſpesks 
of in his Letter; which was nothing more 
than the Bodies of Trees laid ſingly on the 
Ground. They were haſtily fell'd while our 
Men were retreating from the former Battle, 
and not in Number ſufficient to lie all of them 
contiguous to each other. The under-· growth 
for 
which Reaſon, the Enemy were better defend- 
ed than we were. 

11. Three heavy Carinon in the Front, 
which did not do the Execution we 1 wo 
have been glad of, ,while the Regulars wefe 
together; and afterwards they were, in a 
Manner, uſcleſs : Nor were © ey diſcharge 
more than 4 or 5 Times. 


aq 
12. The Field-Piece on the Eminence mei- 


tioned by General Johnſon in bie Letter ; 3 and 
not fired more than once or twice. 

13. A long large wind- fallen Tree, upon a 
riſing Spot of Ground, within 18 Rods of our 
Breaſt-work, behind which a number of In- 
dians poſted themſelves, and did us Miſchief. 

14. The Manner in Nabe great by Aber 
of the Enemy (chiefly Iydians) ran natd 


it is their Manner to Fight without any other | 


covering than a Flap over thoſe Parts it is de- 
cent ſhould be concealed] in order to reach a 
Swamp on our Right Wing; where, havin” 


poſted themſelves, . they \ were under Ad. 


tage to do us Damage; and from hence e, 
we received moſt hurt. 63 

15. A Ridge of Land, 15 Rods 9 
8 our Men, behind which forme Hit 


&s. Wat"; 

» o 

* $2950 y 
3 


** 
{ * 


?-ople took hght, and were all good Mark's- | 


-overed with pitch-Pine Trees, and a a 
thick uder- grow of Sbrubs interperſed wich 


wa d * 


of the Enemy (moſtly. Indiaus) covered them⸗ 
ſelves; not being obliged to diſcover more 
than the Tops of their Heade, and not theſe, 
only when they were about to Fire. Here 
2!ſo was a wind-fallen Tree, which added to 
their Safety. 


they might fire at the Enemy with greater ad- 
antage, got behind this large Tree; tho? at 
Ja Rcd's Diſtance from the Breaſt-work : And 
here it was they both unhappily fell, being in- 
ſenſibly flank'd by ſome of the Enemy. 


ce 
of 17. The Guards; as placed about the Camp, | 
conſiſting of more than 500 Men. This le ſ- 

Ve ened the Number of thoſe who were in Ac- 
we tion; bringing it down to about 1500. 
he 18. Wet ſwampy Land, not at all cleared 
ur on our right Wing, which gave the Enemy 
le, oreat Advantage. 
m 19. Two Gullies, which, together with the 
th ſwampy Land within the Camp, occaſioned 
for the Tents of the ſeveral Regiments to be pla- 
d- ced in the form they are here repreſented, 
b however irregular, or inconvenient. 
nt, 20. Cannon pointed all the Ways in which 
id the Enemy could attack us, with a Number 
0 of Men to make uſe of them. Here was the 
A Place where we kept our Powder, Shot, 
Se Shells, &c. -- 13.8 

„ 21. Waggons placed "IM to be a kind of 
" Ay Battery to the Guard and Cannon about our 
10 Powders . 
af 22. Our Magazine of Powder. 
7 23. Our Store of Shot of various Sizes. 
Yo 24. Our Shells of various Sizes. 


4 25. Two Mortars, from the ſmalleſt of 
which two Shells were thrown into the Swam 
on our right Wing, end to be full of 


India 
46 K Cauſey 12 Rods | in length, 3 
ing thro? the ſwampy miry Land between the 
Camp, and the edge of the Lake. 
; 27. The Battoes in the Lake. | 
28. Store-Hquſes, not finiſhed, for the uſe 
of iz ſeveral Regiments. | 
29. A Log-houſe, in which the Priſoners 
were kept till they were ſent to Albany. 
230. The Mohawks running to the Breaſt- 


of ths Battle near Lake Ges er, September 8. 1755. 


16. Col. 7. i comb, and Lieut. Raa tit 


5 
8 


Work to join our Men, who were now, and 
had for ſome Time been, in Action. The 
Reaſon why they did not join them at firſt 
was this ;---when they retreated from the firſt 
Battle, they went to their Camp, beyond the 
ſwamp on our right Wing, to take Care of 
the Squaws and Children they had brought 
with them; and having conducted them to 
the ſafeſt Place, which took ſome Time, they 
then haſtened in the Form here repreſented to 
join the Army in the Fight. 

31. General Johnſon's Tent. 

32. General Lyman's Tent, and the Tents 
of his Regiment. 

33. Col. Harris's Tent, and the Tents of 
his Regiment. 

34. Col. Cockroft's Tent, and the Tents of 
his Regiment. 

35. Col. Willams's Tent, and the Tents 
of his Regiment. 

36. Col. Ruggles's Tent, and the Tents of 
his Regiment. | 

37. Col. Titcomb's Tent, and the Tents of 
his Regiment. 

38: Col. Gutridge's Tent, and the Tents of 6 
his Regiment. _ * 


ber; 3 becauſe ſo mixed with the private Men, 
while in Action, as to be IIA 
from them. 


The 7. bird 0 or Ja 1 Engagement n 


|| a Party of our Men, and a "greater Party of 


the Enemy, I have not repreſented to-the 
Eye ; ; bur the Hiſtory of it is, in brief, this, 
They heard at Fort Lyman, between 9 
and 10 o'Clock, the Noiſe of a Multitude of 
Guns ; and, as it continued without Inter- 
ruption, they. judged our Army at the Camp 
was attacked by a large Body of French and 
Indians: Upon which it was tho't proper to 
detach between 2 and 300 Men to their Aſ- 
ſiſtance. This Detachment conſiſted partly 
of Yorkers, but moſtly. of New- Hampſbire 
Troops, and was put under the Command 
of Capt. Ginnis and Capt. Folſom. They ar- 


| rived between 4 and 5 O'Clock at the Place 


where the French encamped the Night before, 


1 B which 


39. Officers, who appear v very few in Num- | | 4, 


— 
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which was near the Place where the Fight be- 
gan in the Morning; and here they diſco- 
vered about 500 of the Enemy ( chiefly 
Indians,) who had fled from the Battle at 
the Camp: Upon which they fell upon them, 
drove them from the Encampment, and pur- 
ſued them till the Evening came on, making 
.a conſiderable Slaughter among them. Our 
Loſs. was ſmall; but, by all. Accounts, an 
Hundred of the Enemy were killed. Our 
Men loaded themſelves with their Packs, and 
left great Numbers behind that they could 


> % * * 


not cary away; which were bro't in the 


next Day, with as much Ammunition, Pro- 


viſions, . and other Plunder, as filled 4 or 3 
Waggons. Their Fliglit was ſo haſty, that 
they drop't ſome of the Scalps of our Men, 
which we recovered. . 

Upon the whole, The Day of this Action, 
the 8th of September, may well be recorded 
in the New- England Annals, as one of our 
moſt memorable Days. The greateſt Battle 


was now fouglit, and the greateſt Victory ob- 
to Albany; And tho' the Tide flows as far 


tain'd, that we can yet tell of. The Number 
of the Enemy is tho't te have been between 


*2-and-4000. Sw Wurf, incluſive 0 In- 


dians is known to have been about 22 50; 
Tho' it ought to be remembred here, not 
more Han 1500 Englifh were in Action at 
the Camp, ( the reſt Ling employed as 
Guards ) which, with the Indians, will fall 
ſhort of 1800. The wounded on our Side 
are 94 Engliſh, about 12 Indians; the miſſing, 
61; the killed 126 Engliſh, and about 20 
Indians. Among our Slain are two Colonels, 
one Major, about 12 Captains and 2 or 3 
Lieutenants. How many of the Enemy were 
wounded, or miſſing, we can't tell; but we 
have abundant Reaſon to think yoo of them 
at leaſt were killed. This we collect partly 
from the Numbers of their Dead we found 
within a few Days ; partly, from the Num- 
ders ( 50 in one Place) we have fince found 
that were concealed ;' partly, from the Scores 

of Biers we have feund in a bloody Hue 
partly, from. the offenſive Stench which has 


been ſmelt in all Places within 6 or 7 Miles 
of the Camp; and partly alſo, from the dead 
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An Explanation 01 the Proſpective-Plan 


Bodies our Scouts have found in many Places, 
even as far as Crown-Point. The French 


at New-Winſor, &c. On the Eaſt Side 


* 3 
a 


General is a Priſoner in our Hands; and 


from him, with the other Priſoners, we learn, 


that moſt of their Officers were ſlain; in par- 
ticular, their Major-General ; and St. Pierre, 
the chief Commander of the Indians. 

I ſhall only ſay, I heartily wiſh our Troops 
in ſpite of all Difficulties, may yet proceed or 
the projected Expedition againſt Fort-Frede- 
rick, tho? the Seaſon is far advanced; and if 
they ſhouid, I ſhall expect ſoon to hear it is in 
Engliſh Hands. fy | | 


As to the Plan J have given of Hudſon's 
River; it is partly deſigned for the Direction 
of Navigation, and partly to convey a more 
plain Idea of the Difficulty of the Carriage 


n 


from Albany to Lake-George, to which Diffi- 


my has not, as yet, been able to proceed any 
further on the intended Expedition. 
The River is navigable from New-York 


as the Mouth of the Mohawk's River, it does 
not ſet or run up, further than the Flats, in 


Summer Seaſon; that rs, not more than about 


6 Miles from Albany. ?Tis obſervable, The 
Time of High-Water at the aforeſaid Flats 
and New-York, is one and the fame ; tho? it 
is dead fow Water at that Time at Sopus, 
which is half Way from New-York to ſaid 
Flats; The occaſion whereof is the Length 
of the River. As I have given two Scales ; 
one for the Length, and another for the 
Breadth of the River, with a Compaſs ; any 
Perſon, acquainted with the Names of the 
Places here mentioned, may very eafily. with- 
out being at the Charge of a Pilot,,pruceed 
from the Former to the latter of theſe Cities, 
by attending to the Marks here laid down for 
his Direction: In order whereto, it is to be no- 


ted, the pricked Line ſtands for the Channe!; 
the Yoited- Places for-Shoals or Flats that will 


take up any common Sloop; and the Mark 
+++ for ſunken Rocks. The firſt Flat or Shoa 
is at Tappaanſee, the ſecond at the Glaſs-Honſfe 
of the 
River, 


culty it is principally aſcribed that our Ar- 
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Places, | 
French 


» and 


e learn, 
in par- 


Pierre, 


roops 
ecd or 
Frede- 
and if 
it is in 


udfon's 
rection 
L more 
rriaee 


Diffi- 
Ir Ar- 


d any 


1-York 
as far 
t does 
216, in 
about 
„The 
Flats 
ho? it 
Sopus, 
o ſaid 
ength 
cales ; 
r the 
; any 
f the 
with- 
Seed 
wifes, 
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e no- 


nnel ; | 
it will 


Mark 
Shoal 
Houfe 
of the 
River, 
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Weſt, &c. After you have got paſt Kender- 
hook, if you incline to the Eaſt Side of the Iſl- 
ands, you muſt give the Point a Birth, and you 
will find 11 or 12 Feet of Water for Miles 


together and a ſandy Bottom. Keep the Mid- 


dle of the River till you come up with the 
weſtermoſt Iſland, where the pricked Channel 
meets ; keep this Iſland cloſe a-board for near 
20 Rods, then bare over to the EaſtSide gra- 
dually,as the Channel will ſhew itſelf if you ob- 


$ ſerve the Current; for there is the upperOver- 
flaw, or Reaf of Sand, at high Water 6 Feet 
As 


Depth, or more, every common Tide. 
to the Weſt Side of the three Iſlands, I have 
given it as near the Truth as I could by the 
Deſcription I had from the Pilot, not paſſing 
that Way my ſelf. | 


The River from Albany to Lyman's Fort 
has ſuch a Multitude of torn Falls, and Reefs, 


and i; fo extremely rapid in its Motion, eſpe- 
cially in theſe Places, that it was with infinite 
Difficulty our Men could get the Battoes, as 


ny Hundreds of them were employed in this 


| Buſineſs. It took them much Time, and im- 


menſe Labour. They were obliged to be ſo 
often, and ſo long, in the Water to force them 
along, that many of them fell Sick, and others 
became ſo infirm as to be capable of little Ser- 
vice. Inſtead therefore of conveying our Pro- 
viſions and Stores any more by Water, it is 
done from Albany by Land. The pricksd 
Line from Albany to Lake George repreſents 
the Waggon. Road in which all our Stores are 
carried. This Road, you may obſerve, croſſes 


. 19755 Branches the Mobawks River divides 
itſe 


f into, each Branch being about 30 Rods 
Wide, and yet fordable, at leaſt in the Sum- 
mer Seaſon, not being more than 20 Inches 
or at moſt 2 Feet deep. The Road in general, 
the whole Way from Albany to Lake George 


is plain and eaſy, with but few Hills, and theſe. 


not high and difficult; and tho? it croſſes the 
River at Saratoga, this is eaſily done in Sum- 


of the Battle near Lake Gon, September 8. 1755. 
| River, againſt the Houſe of Mr. Martin Hoff- 


man, is as difficult a Flat as any, TheChannel 
| here ſhoots firſt to the Eaſt and then to the 


4 


2 
Feet in Depth, or half a Foot more at the 
Jargeſt Allowance. | | 


As to Fort-Lyman, (now call'd Fort-Ep- 
WARD ) of which I have given a Plan, it is 
planted upon the Edge of the Bank of Hudſon's 
River, ſo as that the River ſerves inftead of a 
Trench upon the Weſtern Side, it's Bank 
being near 3o Feet in height from theWater, 
very ſteep. In like manner the fmall Brook 
pointed out in the Plan, ſerves the ſame 
End on the South Side, it's Bank being equal- 
ly ſteep and high, tho* the Stream is ſmall.— 

Thus the Fort, being planted in the Crotch 
that is formed by the River and Brook, is ad- 
'vantagiouſly ſituated, and impregnably de- 
fended on theſe two Sides, with the help of 
only a little Labour and Art, | 


I have only to add, That I've receiv'd from 
a Friend a Sketch of Fort WILLIAM HENRY, 
which is not as yet compleated : This Fort 

vis built at Lake Gon dz, and is equally de- 

fended as Fort ErwarD 4 being plante in 
Crotch of Land for d by the Lake and 


t e 
Bled with Stores, t& the Carrying- Place: 4 Brook that empties d into ſain IN 


he Banks are ſomewhat higher than thoſe at 
Fort EpwaRD, and equally ſteep. On the 
Weſtermoſt Part of this Fort is a Mountain 
near two Miles from the Fort to the top of 
This Mountain being very ſteep and high, 
the Enemy can recrive no Advantage from it, 
unleſs they can look from the Top into our 
Fort ; but as the Trees are very thick, it will 
in a great Meaſure prevent their taking a pro- 
per View thereof. As the Dimenſions of this 
Fort is in Figures on every Angle, I ſhall only 
mention the Height and Thickneſs of it's Walls 
which are as follows, The Foundation 32 Feet 
thick; the Parapets, 16 Feet Thick, and is 12 
or 14 Feet high, where it is finiſned: It's built 
of Pine Logs, and filled up with Earth; and 
ſomewhat larger than Fort Epwa Rp, and is 
ſuppoſed (if well mann'd) able to withſtand 
all Canada. | 
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